
Careers in the creative cultural sector:



Routes into careers 
within the sector:

• We’ve spoken to lots of professionals and there 
isn’t just one route into each career featured in this 
publication. Some courses focus more on practical 
skills, whilst others include more theory.

• Taking a creative subject beyond school will allow 
you opportunities to explore hands-on skills such 
as designing and making, and could offer you a 
pathway to progress onto a career in the creative 
industries.



Bookbinding:



What does a bookbinder do?

• Craft bookbinders work by hand, using traditional materials, such as cloth or leather, 
to cover and bind books. Tasks would typically include:

• Using hand tools to make bindings and sew pages.

• Hand-binding small numbers of books, for libraries, museums, and special 
collections such as family histories.

• Adding decorations, such as decorative endpapers or gold lettering

• This role may also involve restoration projects on damaged antique books, cleaning 
discoloured pages, or matching original leathers and paper textures.

• Book binders may be employed by archives, museums, or universities, or they may 
be self-employed as independent bookbinders.



Routes into bookbinding:

Apprenticeship University Alternative pathways



Bookbinding 
Apprenticeships:

It may be possible to enter this 
profession through an apprenticeship. 
Availability of apprenticeships will 
depend on the local job market. 

Entry requirements:

• Level 2 apprenticeship: GCSE Maths 
and English

• Level 3 apprenticeship: 5 GCSE’s at 
grades 9-4, including Maths and 
English



University Degree 
Options:
You could do an art and design foundation degree, or a 
degree in:

• Art conservation and restoration; Design crafts; Fine art 
printmaking

You'll need to check that your chosen course covers 
methods used in bookbinding.

Entry requirements:

• Foundation Degree: at least 1 A Level

• Undergraduate Degree: 2 or 3 A levels



Alternative 
pathways:

There are specialist short 
courses in binding and 
finishing, offered by universities 
and colleges, or through 
organisations such as the 
Designer Bookbinders, and the 
Society of Bookbinders. Taking 
these courses would give you 
some experience to apply 
directly to become a 
bookbinder.



Musical 
instrument 
making:



What does a musical instrument maker do?

• Musical instrument makers produce and maintain 
instruments, they may work on a range of instruments but 
will usually specialise in something specific, for example a 
luthier specialises in string instruments.



Routes into instrument making:

University Alternative pathways



University Degree 
Options:

You could study a specialist degree in a subject such 
as Historical Craft Practices: Musical Instruments, or 
Musical Instrument Craft, at Glasgow Clyde College, 
Lincoln College, or West Dean College.

Entry requirements:

• Undergraduate Degree: 2 or 3 A levels



Alternative 
pathways:

You can develop specialist 
skills through short courses 
offered by universities or 
colleges, such as London 
Metropolitan University and 
West Dean College, or 
through organisations such 
as the British Violin Making 
Association and the 
Pianoforte Tuners’ 
Association.



Blacksmith:



What does a Blacksmith do?

• Blacksmith’s shape and join metal by heating it in a forge 
until it becomes malleable, they then hammer and bend the 
metal into shape, as they work the metal cools, so they have 
to keep reheating the metal and work quickly. Blacksmiths 
use these skills to create iron gates and railings, tools, and 
even sculptured commissions. 



Routes to becoming a blacksmith:

Apprenticeship College University



Blacksmith 
Apprenticeships:

Apprenticeships in engineering or welding 
may lead you to a career in industrial 
blacksmith work. You may be able to use 
this experience to find a trainee job at a 
specialist metalwork company. 

Entry requirements:

• Level 2 apprenticeship: GCSE Maths and 
English

• Level 3 apprenticeship: 5 GCSE’s at 
grades 9-4, including Maths and English



College 
courses:
You could take an introductory college 
course in metal work, or a level 2 
diploma in Blacksmithing and 
Metalworking. There are also level 3 
diplomas in Fabrication and Welding, 
which could lead to a career in industrial 
blacksmith work. 

Entry requirements:

• Level 2 apprenticeship: 2 or more 
GCSE’s at grades 9-3

• Level 3 apprenticeship: 4 or 5 GCSE’s 
at grades 9-4



University Degree:

You can do a degree in artistic blacksmithing at 
Hereford College of Arts.

Entry requirements:

• A portfolio of your work and creative ideas for course 
interviews

• Undergraduate Degree: A foundation studies 
diploma in art and design, or 2 or 3 A Levels



Shoe Making:



What does a Shoemaker do?

• Shoemaker’s design and make footwear both by hand and 
using machines. Shoemakers might work for large fashion 
houses; handmake their own collections; create bespoke 
custom orders. or collaborate with manufacturers to create a 
finished product.



Routes into shoemaking:

Apprenticeship University Alternative 
pathways



Shoemaking  
Apprenticeships:

• You could get into this career 
through an apprenticeship in 
fashion and textiles, specialising 
in footwear.  

Entry requirements:

• Level 3 apprenticeship: 5 GCSE’s 
at grades 9-4, including Maths 
and English.



University Degree 
Options:
You can do an undergraduate degree or postgraduate 
qualification in footwear design, or a fashion degree that 
includes footwear. If you plan to become a shoemaker it is 
important to look for courses that teach both the technical 
and design skills required by this industry. 

Entry requirements:

• A portfolio of your work and creative ideas for course 
interviews, including designs, technical drawings and 
mood boards to showcase your talent

• Undergraduate Degree: A foundation studies diploma in 
art and design, or 2-3 A Levels

• Postgraduate Degree: a degree in a relevant subject, such 
as Fashion Design or Fashion and Textiles



Alternative routes:

• You could begin working as a design 
assistant in a studio, learning skills on 
the job. With further education and 
training you could begin producing 
your own designs. 

• You can develop specialist skills in 
footwear design and manufacture 
through short courses offered by 
universities or colleges, such as 
London College of Fashion and Capel 
Manor College, or through 
organisations such as I Can Make 
Shoes, Carréducker, and Green Shoes.



Prop Making:



What does a Prop Maker do?

• Prop makers work for a range of clients including TV/film, 
theatres, museums, and corporate commissions, creating 
anything from replica weapons and moving models to fake 
jewellery. Prop makers work with a range of materials: metal, 
latex, wood, textiles, fibreglass, and use a range of skills 
such as carpentry; welding; sculpting; sewing; painting; and 
computer aided design.



Routes to becoming a prop maker:

University
To become a prop maker you usually need to go to university.



University Degree 
Options:
There are several useful undergraduate degrees to become 
a prop maker, these include:

• Prop making; Scenic arts; Production arts; Art and design; 
Fine art; 3D design

You may also be able to get into prop making after studying 
degrees in related subjects such as furniture making, 
graphic design, or model making.

Entry requirements:

• Foundation degree: at least 1 A Level

• Undergraduate degree: 2 or 3 A Levels, or a foundation 
studies diploma in art and design



Horology:



What does a Horologist do? 

• Watchmakers make and repair watches and clocks, they 
work with timepieces of all sizes. Horologists may work on 
any part of the clock, the internal mechanisms and the outer 
casing.



Routes to becoming a 
horologist:
There are several courses in watchmaking and horology, offering 
different ways to study.



The British School 
of Watchmaking:

• The British Horological Institute 
offers:

• Diploma in Clock and Watch 
Servicing (Technician Grade)

• Diploma in the Repair, 
Restoration, and Conservation of 
Clocks and Watches 
(Intermediate grade and final 
grade options)



The British School of 
Watchmaking:
A two-year course covering modern Swiss 
mechanical and electronic watches, this 
course includes making and using tools. 

This school has some funded places 
available, where students work for one of 
the watch companies for the duration of 
their studies, and the company pay their 
tuition.

Entry requirements:

• GCSE Maths, English, and Science grade 5

• Pre course theory assessment (numerical 
and problem solving)

• Pre course dexterity test



Birmingham City University 
School of Jewellery:

The Horology Department at Birmingham City University 
School of Jewellery offers:

• The British Horological Institute Certificate in the Repair, 
Restoration, and Conservation of Clocks and Watches

• A two-year HND in Horology

• A three-year BA in Horology

Entry requirements:

• Undergraduate Degree: A foundation studies diploma in 
art and design, or art, design and media, or 2-3 A Levels



Woodworking:



What do Woodworkers do?

• Woodworkers are involved in the design and making of 
wooden objects for a variety of purposes, this might include 
making furniture, restoring wooden interiors, and boat 
building.



Routes into Woodworking:

Apprenticeships College University



Woodworking 
Apprenticeships:

You could get into this career 
through an apprenticeship in 
furniture manufacturing, or 
carpentry and joinery. 

Entry requirements:

• Level 3 apprenticeship: 5 GCSE’s 
at grades 9-4, including Maths 
and English



College:
You could take an introductory college 
course in woodwork to get some of the 
skills needed for this job. Courses 
include level 2 diploma in Furniture 
Making, level 2 diploma in Carpentry 
and Joinery. There are also level 3 
diplomas in Wood Machining. 

Entry requirements:

• Level 2 diploma: 2 or more GCSE’s at 
grades 9-3

• Level 3 diploma: 4 or 5 GCSE’s at 
grades 9-4



University Degree 
Options:

You could study an undergraduate degree in Furniture 
and Product Design at Bath Spa University, University of 
Wolverhampton, or London Metropolitan University.

Entry requirements:

• Foundation degree: at least 1 A Level

• Undergraduate degree: 2 or 3 A Levels, or a 
foundation studies diploma woodwork


